1
1

Task of the Church/Discipline of the Unruly    Jose Francis Martinez                                                 Lecture 1
Title: Introductory Perspectives
Purpose: To give the hearers an introductory overview of the study of biblical church discipline.
Introduction

1.
In this once-every-two month’s theological module, we are addressing the subject of the church’s tasks.

2.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the church. As the Head of the church, He has authorized and equipped the church to fulfill certain tasks. And what are those tasks? In answering that question, the guiding principle is very simple: the church does what the church is. 
3.
From our previous studies, we have seen that the church is God’s living temple on earth; hence, it is the church’s task to worship God. Moreover, we have also seen from our previous studies that the church is the “pillar and foundation of the truth”; hence, it is the task of the church to advocate God’s word. Furthermore, we have seen also from our previous studies that the church is Christ’s mystical body and God’s family; hence, it is the church’s task to nurture God’s people, and exercise benevolence among the needy of God’s people. Another duty that grows out from that same identity as Christ’s body and family is the task of disciplining the unruly among God’s people, or biblical church discipline. And this duty is what we focus upon in this module.  
4.
By way of introduction to our study, I wish to address two issues: 1) The importance of practicing biblical church’s discipline; 2) The prerequisites of implementing biblical church discipline; 3) The format of our study of biblical church discipline. 
Trans:
So first, let us consider....

I.
THE IMPORTANCE OF PRACTICING BIBLICAL CHURCH’S DISCIPLINE
A.
Church discipline has a very negative connotation in our day.  Many view it as a relic of the medieval age, utterly irrelevant to the modern church of 21st century. Thus, many today view churches that practice church’s discipline as ultra-conservative churches that have no chance of surviving the challenges of the modern world. And many think that implementing church discipline would risk the success of any church and would be even ruin it. 
B.
However, our attitude towards biblical church’s discipline should not be negative but positive. The practice and implementation of it is vital. And why? 4 
1.
The Lord Jesus, the Head of the Church, commands it. 

a.
Mat 18:15-17 (READ). Here Jesus commands His original disciplines to practice of biblical church discipline.

b.
Then in the great commission, what did He tell His original disciples? Mt 28:19-20 (READ). Here Jesus commands His original disciples to make disciples of all the nations, to baptized those who have been made disciples, and to teach those who have been made disciples to observe (not just know) all (and not just some) that He has commanded His original disciples. And that includes what? Biblical church discipline. 
c.
Therefore, if we are to be true and faithful to the Lord Jesus, then we must practice biblical church discipline. To refuse to do it would be rebellion against Christ, who is the Head of the Church.
2.
Church’s discipline, when practiced biblically, is an act of love, not hate. 
a.
I remember one seminary professor objected to the practice of church discipline in a conference. He said that church discipline is contrary to love; it is very unloving. I do not know whether that professor had a bad experience of church discipline or not. But church discipline, when practiced biblically, is an act of love, not hate. 
b.
This is true in the case of child discipline. Pro 13:24 (READ) – “diligently” or literally “early”. This passage speaks not of church’s discipline but of child discipline. But the same principle applies in both. Withholding discipline from a child at the time the child needs it is not an act of love but hate. The swift and consistent discipline of a child, however, is an act of love. The same principle applies to the church. A church that withholds discipline from members who need it is not a loving church. It is a church that do not really care about its members.
b.
This is also true of God’s Fatherly discipline - Heb 12:6 (READ). Even God disciplines His own children. He will not just make them do whatever they want to do. He trains them and corrects them in order that they might share in His holiness. The same principle applies to the church. If a church loves its members, then it will discipline those who need discipline. For a church to withhold the implementation of biblical church discipline is to be unloving and ungodlike.  
c.
This is also true of Jesus’ acts of discipline - Rev 3:19 (READ). Here the Lord Jesus is addressing the church in Laodicea, reminding them that He will reprove and discipline those who are the objects of His love. The same principle applies to the church. The church that loves its members will reprove and discipline those who are in need of it. 
3.
Failure to exercise biblical church discipline will invite the displeasure and judgment of Christ against the erring members and against the church.  Rev 2:12-17a (READ). 
a.
Jesus’ call here is not so much for the heretical members of the church to repent, but for the church in Pergamum to repent. And why? The church failed to do something about those heretical members. The church should have confronted them. The church should have disciplined them. But the church failed to do its responsibility and simply tolerated the heretics in their midst.   
b.
Moreover, Jesus’ warning is not only that He will come in judgment against the heretics with the sword of His mouth but also that He will come quickly to the church in judgment for failing to do its responsibility of disciplining those heretical members. What this judgment against the church will be is not specified. But Jesus says that He will not only make war against the heretics with the sword of His mouth but also that He will come quickly to the church in judgment against it – v 16 (READ). 
c.
Remember that this warning is not just intended for the church in Pergamum for all the churches in any and every generation. Therefore, if we, as churches, want to avoid Jesus’ displeasure and judgment in whatever way or form, then we must not just tolerate erring members. To tolerate erring members is to risk Jesus’ judgment against them and against us as churches for failure in our duty to discipline them.   
4.
Moreover, failure to exercise biblical church discipline will destroy the church’s identity and usefulness. 

a.
What do you think will happen to a church who will not exercise biblical church discipline? The church will soon become like the world. There will be very little distinction between the church and the world. In fact, the church will become like the world.
b.
And when the church has become like the world, what will happen? It will loose its ministerial value. It will no longer serve as light of the world and salt of the earth. Mt 5:13 “You [plural- collective] are the salt of the earth; but if salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.” 
Trans:
But having considered the importance of practicing biblical church’s discipline, let us consider 2ndly....

II. 
THE PREREQUISITES OF IMPLEMENTING BIBLICAL CHURCH DISCIPLINE
A.
Studying carefully and thoroughly what the Scriptures teach about biblical church discipline.

1.
James urges us not just to be hearers of the word but to be doers of it as well (Jms 1:22). Before we can become doers of the word, however, we must first become hearers of it. How can you be a doer, unless you first become a hearer? 
2.
And this is where many err in the practice of church discipline. They have not really studied carefully and thoroughly what the Scriptures teach about biblical church discipline, therefore, they end up either abusing it or improperly implementing it. 

3. 
Pro 19:2 (READ) “Also it is not good for a person to be without knowledge, And he who makes haste with his feet errs.” The importance of gathering the information necessary for any task is emphasized. To act on something without the knowledge necessary for the task is to err in ones undertaking. And this is true of the task of biblical church discipline. We must have the necessary information from the Bible as to how we are to undertake it or we will err in the task. 
B.
Organizing and structuring the church according to apostolic teaching.

1.
The specific directives in Scriptures concerning church discipline presuppose or assume that the church is organized and structured according to Christ and apostolic teachings. If a church, therefore, is not organized and structured apostolically, then it would be impossible to implement those specific directives biblically. It would be like making a square peg fit a round hole. 
2.
A fellowship asked me counsel about what to do with practicing homosexual who have been regularly attending their services on the Lord’s Day. They ask me, “Should we discipline them or not? If we should, then how are we going to do it?” Therefore, I asked them, “Are they members of the church or just visitors?” They said, “We do not know. We do not really have or make a clear distinction between the two.” So, I asked them, “So how do you know who you should discipline? Just anybody who happens to attend the services of your church? And how would you know who should be involved in the act of discipline? Just anybody who happens to attend the services of the church? And if you limit it only to the leaders, would it not be a violation of Mt 18 and 1Cor 5?” 

3.
Now, what is the point of all these? The point is that unless a church is organized and structured according to Christ and apostolic teaching, it would be impossible to implement church discipline biblically. You will have to deviate from the biblical teaching and directives to implement discipline at all.  And if you deviate from the biblical teaching, then confusion will arise. And when confusion will arise, then either church discipline will be neglected or it will be dangerously abused.  

4.
So if a church is not organized and structured apostolically, then its organization and structure must undergo reformation. Only then will a church really be able to implement church discipline biblically.
C.
Commitment to well-doing without becoming weary because of the pain, difficulty, and unpleasantness of implementing biblical church discipline. 
1.
2Thes 3:13-15 (READ). There is nothing pleasurable about the implementation of church discipline. It is not a delightful work. It is a painful, difficult, unpleasant, and therefore, wearisome work. Therefore, many churches will look for all sorts of excuses to avoid it or not to do it.
2.
If a church is practice biblical church discipline, it must not become weary of doing good. It must continue to fulfill its God-given task of practicing biblical church discipline. 

Trans:
That leads us now to our third point in these introductory perspectives. Having considered the importance of practicing biblical church discipline, and the prerequisites of implementing biblical church discipline, let me now close with....
III.
THE FORMAT OF OUR STUDY OF BIBLICAL CHURCH DISCIPLINE

A.
The format of our study is going to be very simple. First, we will expound the key texts of Scriptures that deal with church discipline. And after expounding all the key texts, we will then gather together and summarized what the Bible teaches concerning church discipline.
B.
Now, why take this format? Because, just like any topic, the Bible does not give us everything we need to know about church discipline in a single text. The information we need to know is scattered in different parts of the Bible. Therefore, we need to identify the key texts that deal with church discipline, study them carefully, consider the light they contribute to whole issue of church discipline, and then systematically summarized what we have discovered the Scriptures to teach about the issue. 
C.
Therefore, the format of our study will have two parts. 

Introductory Perspectives
Part 1:
An Exposition of the Key Biblical Texts on Church Discipline

Part 2:
A Summary of the Biblical Teaching on Church Discipline 
